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introduct ion

Your  new Argus  SLR is  a  s ing le - lens  re f lex
camera  o f  advanced des ign .  Because you
v iew and focus  th rough the  camera  lens
us ing  a  mi r ro r  and pr ism ar rangement ,  you
see what  you wi  |  |  get  on the f  i lm-no paral  lax
er ro r ,  ever .  Spec ia l  fea tures  inc lude qu ick-
return mirror ,  depth-of- f ie ld preview but ton,
and  f u l l - ape r tu re  v i ew ing  and  f ocus ing  w i t h
automat ic  lens  s top-down.

We suggest  you read th is  book very caref  u l ly
and t ry  the d i f ferent  operat ions before you
load your  f i rs t  ro l l  o f  f i lm.  Before  you go  on
a t r ip  o r  take  p ic tu res  o f  a  spec la l  event ,
t ry  a  p rac t ice  ro l l  f  i r s t .

M inor  changes in  the  appearance o f  th is  cam-
era  may no t  be  inc luded in  these i l lus t ra t ions .
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ftrnctiona,l

Focusing Ring

Depth-of -F ie ld Scale

Lens 0pening Ring

Rewind Release Button
(0n bottom of camera)

pa,rts

Self-Timer Release

Self-Timer Lever

Shutter Speed Dial

Shutter Release

Exposure
CounterDepth-of-Field

Preview Button

Lens Release
Button

Rewind Crank

Back Latch

Focal-Plane Bulb and -. ' ' .1 \
X-Delay Sync 0utlet l  ,
(0n back of camera)

Fi lm Record Dia l
(0n back of camera)

l1 Strap
t Eyelet

Exposure Meter
Coupl ing Pin

Film Wind
Lever

Fi lm posi t ion wi th in camera Ser ia l Eyepiece



sett ing

the
shutter

The numbers  on  the  shut te r  speed d ia l  represent  f rac t ions
of  a  second- l  i s  1  second,  2  i s  L /z  second,  I25  is  I  l I25
second ,  e t c .  The  d ia l  can  be  t u rned  i n  e i t he r  d i r ec t i on ,  a t
any  t ime,  to  the  des i red  speed.  Be sure  to  se t  the  d ia l  on
the  de ten t  o f  the  number ,  no t  in -be tween numbers .

The co lo r  o f  the  shut te r  speed numbers  have s ign i f i cance
when  tak ing  f l ash  p i c tu res  ( see  page  11 )  and  when  us ing
the  Argus  SLR Exposure  Meter  (see  page 14) .See page 4 for
in fo rmat ion  on  us ing  the  B and T  se t t ings  fo r  t ime exposures .

The se lec t ion  o f  the  shut te r  speed depends on  the
sub jec t ,  the  f  i lm,  and the  amount  o f  l igh t .  Normal ly ,
use  1 /60  or  I  l I25  second fo r  genera l  scenes .  l f  there
is  a  smal l  amount  o f  sub jec t  movement ,  use  I  l25O
second.  When there is  considerable subject  move-
ment  (o r  when tak ing  p ic tu res  f rom a  mov ing  pos i -
t ion) ,  use  1  /  500 second or  1  /  1000 second.  Use the
s low shut te r  speeds under  ex t reme low- l igh t  cond i -
t ions (wi th camera f i rmly supported) .  See page 5 for
more  on  shut te r  speed- lens  open ing  combina t ions .
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tirne exposures
With the shut ter  d ia I  on B,  the shut ter  wi l  I  rema in open
as long as the re lease is  held down. Use B for  br ief  t ime ex-
posures.  Set  the shut ter  speed dia l  to T for  lengthy t ime
exposures.  When on T the shut ter  wi l l  open and stay open
when the re lease is  depressed.  To c lose the shut ter ,  turn the
dia l  to B.  Always use a t r ipod or  other  f i rm support  when mak-
ing t ime exposures.  A cable re lease (wh ich screws into the
shutter release button) helps prevent camera movement.

delayed a,ction
The sel f - t imer lever  a l lows you to take delayed-act ion p ic-

tures. To delay the f ir ing of the camera shutter about 8 to 10
seconds,  just  move the lever  down as far  as i t  wi l l  go.  The
def ay can be adjusted by depressing the lever anywhere from
half-way down to ful l  down. To start the self  t imer, push the
button on the self-t imer lever. Do not use the camera shutter
refease.  The t imer wi l l  work at  any t ime,  but  wi l l  t r ip  the
shut ter  only i f  the f i lm has been advanced.



The s ize of  the lens opening ( t /s top or  aperture)  that  wi l l  be set  the instant  you
take the  p ic tu re  i s  de termined by  the  pos i t ion  o f  the  lens  open ing  r ing .  Jus t
tu rn  the  r ing  un t i l  the  des i red  lens  open ing  number  i s  oppos i te  the  index  mark .
The r ing can be set  on the detents (c l ick-stops)  or  between numbers.The correct
lens  open ing  to  use  fo r  d i f fe ren t  f i lms  and l igh t ing  cond i t ions  can be  found by
using the Argus SLR Exposure Meter  or  by consul t ing the f i lm instruct ion sheet .

The lens opening-shut ter  speed
comb ina t i ons  t ha t  w i l l  g i ve  t he
proper exposure are automat i -
ca f  fy  ca f  cu fa ted  when us ing  the
SLR Exposure Meter .  F i  lm in-
st ruct ion sheets usuaI fy  g ive
just  one combinat ion.  when you desi re to use a faster
(or  s lower)  shut ter  speed,  you must  a lso change the lens
open i  ng. I  ncreas i  ng the speed by one n um ber req u ires
tha t  you  open the  lens  by  one number .  For  example ,  i f
the exposure recommendat ion is  L l rzs second at  f /9,
then you can a lso  use  I l25O a t f  15 .6 ,  1 /500 a t
t  |  4 ,o r  1 /  1000 a t  t  |  2 .8 .To  use 1 /60  sec-
ond,  c lose the lens down to f  /  11.
5

setting
the lens
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focusing a,nd.
taking pictures
Hold  the  camera  to  your  eye  as  shown in  the  p ic tu re
a t  the  r igh t .  Wi th  your  le f t  hand under  the  focus ing
r ing ,  tu rn  the  r ing  un t i l  the  sub jec t  appears  sharp
a nd c lea r .  U se the c lea r  spot  i  n  the center  of  the
v iewf inder  fo r  c r i t i ca l  f ina l  focus ing .

The camera can also be held in a vert ical posit ion for vert ical pictures. The type of sub-
ject and subject composit ion wil l  determine the best framing. When holding the camera
ver t i ca l l y ,  le t  the  camera  res t  in  the  le f t  hand,  us ing  the  bas ic  g r ip  as  shown in  the  i l l us -
trat ion for horizontal holding. With the f i lm wound, squeeze the shutter release slowly to
take the picture. A tr ipod or other f irm support is recommended whenever you use speeds

s lower  than 1 /30  second.  The de layed ac t ion  is  very  he lp fu l  when us ing  s low
shut ter  speeds and you do not  have a cable re lease.

NOTE:  When us ing  in f  ra - red  f i lm in  your  camera ,  f i r s t  focus  normal ly
no t ing  the  d is tance on  the  sca le ,  then rese t  th is  d is tance to  the

red "R" on the depth-of- f  ie ld sca le ( the inf  ra-red focus index).
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The dial on the back of your camera
provides a handy reminder as to the
type of f i lm you have in your camera.

Set  the inner  d ia l  to  e i ther  20 or  36
depending on your f i lm size. Use the
red numbers for color f i lm, black for
black-and-white f i lm. Set the outer
dial to the ASA f i lm speed (exposure
index) of your f i lm.

The i l lustrat ion shows a 2O-exposure
rol l  of ASA 25 color f i lm is loaded.

I

r3epth erf f ietr l
The depth-of - f ie ld  sca le  shows the range of
sharpness for  any d is tance and lens open-
ing.  Look oppos i te  the lens opening you are
us ing,  on both s ides of  the sca le ,  to  f ind the
near  and far  po in ts  o f  sharp focus.  A d is-
t ance  o f  10  f ee t ,  l ens  open ing  o f  f / 9 ,  and  a
range of  sharpness f rom 8 to  14 feet  are
i l l us t ra ted .  You  v i sua l l y  see  t h i s  by  l ook ing
through the v iewf inder  and press ing the
depth-of - f ie ld  prev iew but ton.
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depth-r:f ,-f ielC <:ir;e,r '  I  -58mm r/1.7 Arsus-Sekor
This chart can be used when you have to predetermine what sett ings wil l  be necessary tor a

I rp..iii. 'nuipn"ir irnge. once rens openins;'ilffi;,,i;il;!;:#'#""#"0=.",:'r';,';Jo:
I

ftrmel Distance focused on (ail tigures in feet)
e l - 3 0 1 5 t 0 7 5 4 s 2

1,7 1 5 1 . 8 - 25.1  -37 .2  r3 .7 .16 .6

129.0 -

9 2 2 '  a  2 2 . 7  -  4 4 . 2  1 3 . 0  -  1 7 . 8  9 . 0 -  1 1 . 12.9

4

5.6

64.6 - 
"o 20.6 - 55.4 12.2 - 19.3

4 6 2 -  q 4.6  -  s .5  3 .7  .  4 .3

32.4  -  q r5.7 - 373 10.4 - 27.4 7.7 -14.2

l 1 23.6  -  oo  13 .3  -  oo

1 6 16.3  -  
"o  10 .7  -  e 163 6 .3  -  24 .6  s .0  -  12

N0I[ :  These f igures may not  agree wi th those on the lens.  This data is  calculated on a more cr i t ical  c i rc le o l  confusion of  .0012,,



To  open  the  camera  back  f o r  l oad ing ,  pu l l
up  on  t he  back  l a t ch .  Push  t he  rew ind
knob  ou t  by  push ing  t he  sha f t  i ns i de  t he
camera  body .  P lace  t he  f i lm  magaz ine  i n
the camera (prot rud ing end of  spool  down) .
Push  down  on  t he  rew ind  knob ,  t u rn ing  i f
necessa ry ,  un t i l  i t  snaps  i n to  p l ace .

Tu rn  t he  t ake -up  spoo l  w i t h  you r  t humb
un t i l  t he  s l o t  i s  on  t op .  S l i p  t he  end  o f  t he
f i lm leader  in to  the lower  par t  o f  the s lo t

loa,cl ing

( i l l u s t ra t i on  1 ) .  The  f i lm  l eade r  shou ld  be
pos i t ioned so the bot tom sprocket  engages
the f i lm per forat ions.

Ho ld ing  t he  f i lm  so  i t  won ' t  s l i p ,  t u rn  t he
rew ind  c rank  i n  t he  d i r ec t i on  o f  t he  a r row
un t i l  r es i s tance  i s  f e l t .  Th i s  t akes  t he  s l ack
ou t  o f  t he  f i lm  magaz ine .  Tu rn  t he  t ake -up
spool  w i th  your  thumb ( to  le f t )  about  one
revo lu t ion to  be sure the leader  is  secure ly
fas tened  ( i l l u s t ra t i on  2 ) .  Check  t o  see  t ha t

You  can  use  any  t ype  o f  35mm f i lm  ( s i ze  135 ) ,
20 or  36 exposure,  co lor  or  b lack-and-whi te .
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the f i lm per forat ions are engaged wi th  the
sprocket  teeth .  C lose the camera back.
The exposure counter  wi l l  show "S"  for
s tar t .  Move the wind lever  a  FULL s t roke
( i l lus t ra t ion 3) ,  press the shut ter  re lease,
and  con t i nue  t h i s  ope ra t i on  un t i l  t he
counter  shows 1.  You are now ready to
take the f i rs t  p ic ture.

Be sure to  move the wind lever  through a
FULL s t roke for  each p ic ture.

l f  you  acc iden ta l l y  go  pas t  t he  l as t  expo -
su re  on  you r  f i lm ,  and  t he  l eve r  w i l l  no t  go
through a fu l l  s t roke,  DO NOT force i t ,
Re lease  t he  w ind  mechan i sm by  push ing
in  on the rewind but ton on the bot tom of
the camera,  then f in ish the s t roke.

The  exposu re  coun te r  w i l l  au toma t i ca l l y
reset  i tse l f  to  "S"  whenever  the camera
back is  opened for  un loading.

unloa,ding
When exposure counter reads 2O or
36, and you have taken that last ex-
posure, rewind f i lm back into maga-
z ine BEFORE BACK lS OPENED. To
do this, press in on rewind button
on camera bottom (i t  wi l l  stay in)
and unfold crank in rewind knob.
Rewind f i lm unt i l  you fee l  i t  leave
the take-up spool. Continue a few
turns to be sure al l  f i lm is rewound.
Open back, l i f t  knob, remove f i lm.



f la,sh pictures
Your  camera 's  f lash out le ts  wi l l  accept  any f lash un i t  or
electronic f lash with a PC-type cord. Use "X" outlet with
e lect ron ic  f lash un i ts  and Class M or  Class F f lashbulbs a t
1 /30 second or  s lower  on ly .  Use the "FP"  out le t  w i th  Class
FP ( foca l -p lane)  f lashbulbs a t  speeds f rom 1 i  60 to  l /  1000
second.  See your  f lash un i t  ins t ruct ions for  gu ide numbers
and other f lash information.

rern orzing the lens
To remove and replace the camera lens or any of the
accessory lenses, hold the camera as shown. Press and
hold  the lens re lease but ton,  turn  the lens 1 /6  turn
counterclockwise, then l i f t  off .  To replace, al ign the red
dot on the lens with the dot on the camera body, press the
lens in  gent ly  and turn i t  c lockwise unt i l  i t  c l icks  in to
p lace.  Check to  be sure the lens is  f i rmly  locked.
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sp e cifica,tiors.s
[ens '  58mm f  1.7 Argus-Sekor;  6-e lement,  coated
and co lo r -cor rec ted ,  bayonet  mount ,  au tomat ic  d ia -
ph ragm;  l ens  open ings  f  r om f  I  1 .7  t o  f  /  16 .

Shut te r :  Foca l -p lane type,  speeds f rom 1  to  1 /  1000
second p lus  B and T .  Synchron ized fo r  a l l  f lash-
bu lbs  and e lec t ron ic  f lash .  Bu i l t - in  se l f  t imer .

F lash  synchron iza t ion :  X  de lay  a t  1 /30  sec .  o r  s low-
a t ;  FP de lay  a t  1 i  60  to  I  /  1000 Sec. ;  X  and FP
out le ts .  Use C lass  M and F  f lashbu lbs  a t  X  de lay .

Lens  Accessor ies :  Screw- in  f i l te rs  and sun shade;
screw- in  adapter  r ing  ava i lab le  f  rom dea ler .

0 ther  fea tures :  S ize  6"  x  37 /s"  x33 /q" ,  we igh t  36  oz .
wi th n0rmal  lens,  23r /z oz.  body only;  accessory
l enses  i nc lude  135mm f  12 .8  t e l epho to  and  35mm
f  12 .8  w ide-ang le  w i th  au tomat ic  d iaphragms.
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ser\zice
inforrrra,tion
For further information on the
operation of your Argus SLR,
or for service or replacement
parts, see your local Argus deal-
er or authorized service location
(back page) or write to:

CUSTOMER SERVICE DEPT.

ARGUS,  INCORPORATED

424 FOURTH STREET

ANN ARBOR,  M ICHIGAN

When writ ing, be sure to men-
t ion you have the Argus SLR
and l is t  the ser ia l  numbers
found on the camera top cover
and the f ront of the camera lens.

ca,Xg a,nd.
c lea,n ing
Your  Argus  SLR is  a  p rec is ion  ins t rument
and deserves the best  of  care.  Do not  s tore
i t  where there are extremes of  temperature
o r  h i gh  hum id i t y .  l f  t he  camera  i s  t o  be
stored for  a per iod of  t ime,  press the shut-
te r  re lease to  re l ieve  the  shut te r  tens ion .

Protect  the ins ide of  the camera wben the
lens  is  removed.  Never  touch the ,  sur face  o f
t he  re f f ex  m i r ro r . l f  i t  needs  c l ean ing ,  use  a
f  ine  camel 's  ha  i r  b rush  or  a  gent le  s t ream
of  a i r .  Do no t  w ipe  the  mi r ro r ' s  sur face  w i th
a  ny  k  i  nd  o f  mater ia  |  .

The f ine  lens  on  your  camera  shou ld  be  kept
c lean.  B low the  dus t  o f f  f i r s t ,  then use a
sof t  b rush  or  w ipe  gent ly  w i th  a  lens  t i ssue.
Use  l ens  c l ean ing  f l u i d  spa r i ng l y .

1 3www.orphancameras.com
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SLR telepkroto lens
135mm t  12 .8  t e l epho to  w i t h  au toma t i c
d  iaphragm,  depth-o f - f  ie ld
preview but ton,  open ings f  rom t  I  2.8
to f /  32, leathe r carrying case.

SLR expostrre meter

SLR \Mide -?,ngle lens
35mm t12 .8  w ide-ang le  w i th  au tomat ic

d iaphragm,  open ings  f  rom t  12 .8  to  f  122,  depth-o f -
f ie ld preview but ton,  leather carry ing case.

C l ips  to  the  top  o f  the  camera  and
coup les  to  the  shut te r  speed d ia l .  In -
s tan t ly  removab le .  F i lm speed range f rom
ASA 6 to ASA 1600. Perfect for both
normal  and low- l igh t  read ings  w i th  a l l
t ypes  o f  co lo r  and b lack-and-wh i te  f i lms .

1 4
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Your Argus SLR Camera is  uncondi t ional ly  guaranteed by the manufacturer  to operate
proper ly  fo r  a  per iod  o f  one year  f rom date  o f  o r ig ina l  purchase.  l f ,  dur ing  th is  per iod ,
your camera fa i ls  to operate for  any reason, Argus,  Incorporated,  wi l l  restore i t  to
opera t ing  cond i t ion  a t  no  charge to  you.  (Th is  inc ludes  a l l  par ts  and labor . )

This uncondi t ional  guarantee appl ies to the product  i tsel f .  We regret  that  we are unable
to assume l iabi l i ty  for  loss of  f i lm or  for  other expense or  inconvenience.

Th is  uncond i t iona l  guarantee  is  va l id  on ly  fo r  the  or ig ina l  re ta i l  purchaser  and on ly  i f
the product  is  returned prepaid,  d i rect ly  or  through an Argus dealer ,  to the Customer
Serv ice  Depar tment ,  Argus ,  Incorpora ted ,  Ann Arbor ,  M ich igan,  o r  the i r  au thor ized
service locat ion l is ted below. The date and place of  or ig inal  purchase must be included,
along wi th a descr ipt ion of  the di f f icul t ies encountered.
Many apparent  product  d i f f icul t ies are actual ly  a matter  of  incorrect  usage. l t  is  a lways
wise to see your Argus dealer  before returning the product  for  serv ic ing.

C U S T O M E R  S E R V I C E  D E P A R T ] I I E I { T ,  A R G U S ,  I N C O R P O R A T E D

TI IA IN OFFICE

TIIETRO POLITAI{
NETY YORK

IVESTERN
STATES AREA

I i l  CAi lADA

424 Fourth Street,  Ann Arbor,  Michigan

106 West 32nd Street,  New York I ,  New York

3410 South LaCienega Blvd. ,  Los Angeles 16, Cal i fornia
215 Li t t lef ie ld Avenue, South San Francisco, Cal i fornia
l02l  East Pine Street,  Seatt le 22, Washington

l23 l  Mar t ingrove Road,  Rexda le ,  Ontar io
www.orphancameras.com




